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A state Supreme Court justice ordered the American Museum of Natural History to halt construction 
work on a $383 million expansion project on Monday in response to a complaint filed by an Upper West 
Side neighborhood group. 

The group, Community United to Protect Theodore Roosevelt Park, filed a lawsuit in March charging 
that the city had misinterpreted the law when approving the museum's Gilder Center expansion plan. 
Advocates alleged that the city's Parks Department was not authorized to give away the city-owned land 
surrounding the museum without a full public review process.  

The department, which was named in the filing along with the museum and the city, has argued that the 
site was set aside for museum development in an 1876 law. That law, the agency said in court papers, 
"set aside the entire site of Theodore Roosevelt Park for the Museum" and authorized the Parks 
Department to allow the museum "exclusive use of the buildings erected or to be erected in the park." 
Since the site is city-owned parkland, it is not subject to the zoning resolution, the agency said. 

The museum began pre-construction work on the site last month. But under a temporary restraining 
order issued Monday, any construction activity will be halted until Dec. 11.  

The neighborhood group argued that the expansion would cause "permanent damage to Theodore 
Roosevelt Park" and "irreversible environmental harm to the surrounding community." The group's 
president, Laura Quinlan Messersmith, said in a statement following the ruling, "We cannot allow this 
peaceful oasis to become a dangerous and toxic construction site." 

The city said it plans to appeal the ruling. A spokesperson for the city's Law Department noted the 
environmental review conducted by the Parks Department found no significant adverse impacts would 
result from planned tree removals. The spokesperson also pointed to $1.2 million the museum paid the 
agency for a program to plant 22 trees to make up for seven that would be removed. 

"We're appealing the [temporary restraining order] to move forward a worthwhile project for the 
community which will include a number of improvements to the Museum and the park," Law 
Department spokesman Nicholas Paolucci said in a statement. "The project is legally authorized under 
the lease and state law. As detailed in our legal papers, petitioners will not suffer irreparable harm by 
the removal of trees or by the construction."  

The proposed facility, to be called the Richard Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation, is 
designed to help expand science literacy. 



"The Gilder Center, like all applicable Museum projects, has complied with New York City's rigorous 
environmental review process, which in this case lasted approximately two years and included multiple 
levels of review and public consultation," spokesman Scott Rohan said in an emailed statement. "The 
City of New York and the Museum have the right to bring this matter at this time to the appellate court 
and we intend to do so." 

To view online click here. 
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